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Program Statement of Purpose 
 

The Taiwan Intensive Summer Language Program in Taipei, Taiwan will provide eight weeks of 
intensive Chinese language instruction. The program will take place at Tamkang University (TKU). The 
curriculum will focus on intensive speaking, listening, reading, and writing practice through 20 class 
hours of Chinese instruction per week. Students will also participate in a language agreement and 
strengthen their language skills with locals through activities and excursions designed to reinforce their 
understanding of Chinese culture and language. The eight-week intensive summer program is equivalent 
to two semesters of study in the US. 

 
 

Curriculum Overview 
 

The Chinese Language Center (CLC) at TKU provides a highly demanding, total immersion academic 
program to Taiwan Intensive Summer Language Program participants. Classes are held five days per week; 
from Monday to Thursday, participants attend four sessions per day comprised of three lecture or drilling 
classes and one situational conversation or discussion class. On Fridays, participants attend three sessions 
comprised of two lecture or drilling classes and one situational conversation or discussion class. Cultural 
workshops and excursions are held periodically during the program. Participants also receive one hour of 
personalized instruction each week. Students are required to actively participate in all classes, cultural 
enrichments, excursions, and ceremonies. Student evaluation will cover attendance and participation, 
quizzes and tests, midterm and final, oral presentations, and homework. 

 
Policies 
 
Attendance and Participation 
Students who miss classes or excursions without a valid medical excuse or other approved reason will be 
subject to verbal and written warnings and the possibility of lowered grades. Students are required to 
actively participate in all classes, cultural enrichments, excursions, and ceremonies. 
 
Preparation and Self-Study 
This program is highly demanding, and students should expect to spend four to five hours on class 
preparation and self-study daily. This preparation should include both written and audio texts, as 
well as vocabulary and sentence patterns. 

 
 

Completion of Homework 
Students are assigned homework in each class and are expected to complete it by the date indicated by 
their teacher. Instructors factor student work into planning for future classes; timely completion of all 
assigned homework allows teachers to more accurately gauge student progress and effectively utilize 
class time. Homework is graded and will factor into students’ overall course grades. 
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Daily Quizzes, Weekly Tests, Midterm & Final Exams 
Program Chinese instructors at the Chinese Language Center at Tamkang University will administer all 
quizzes, tests, and exams. Quizzes focus on new daily materials introduced in class and are held during 
lecture and drill classes. Weekly tests mainly review what students have learned during the week. The 2-
hour long midterm and final written exams are to help students review what they have learned during the 
preceding four weeks. A final oral exam is held in the last week of the program. 

 
 

Oral Presentation 
Students will give two formal oral presentations over the course of the program.  Students are required to 
organize three to five minutes of content and orally present it to their peers in class. All presentations 
should be reviewed for grammatical errors in collaboration with one-on-one class instructors. 

 
 

Chinese Language Agreement 
Students are required to sign a language agreement and are expected to speak Chinese both to classmates 
and to teachers throughout the duration of the program. This language agreement requires students to 
speak only Chinese in the following settings: 

 
-     In all program classes 
-     On the grounds of the program institute (including in hallways and cafeterias) 
-     On group excursions and trips 
-     With other program students 
-     With their host families/roommates 
-     With their language partners 
-     When speaking with local staff, officials, and teachers 

 
 
Materials  
 
A. Textbooks:  

a. Modern Chinese Vol 4 L.9-L.16, or 
b. Breaking News Chinese, Cast your Eyes on the World! 

 
B. PowerPoint Notes 

 
C. Supplemental Materials 

a. Online listening and reading tests  
b. Related articles  
c. Daily News 
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Evaluation 
Participant grades are determined by the following components: 

 
Attendance & Participation (in all language 
classes, cultural activities, and excursions) 

20% 

Daily Quizzes 10% 
Weekly Tests 15% 
Homework 15% 
Oral Presentations 15% 
Written Midterm Exam 5% 
Performance 5% 
Final Written Exam 5% 
Final Oral Exam 10% 
 
 

Students will be graded according to the following grading scale: 
 

Letter Grade Percent Grade 4.0 Scale 

A+ 97-100 4 

A 93-96 4 

A- 90-92 3.7 

B+ 87-89 3.3 

B 83-86 3 

B- 80-82 2.7 

C+ 77-79 2.3 

C 73-76 2 

C- 70-72 1.7 

D+ 67-69 1.3 

D 65-66 1 

E/F Below 65 0 
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Classroom Behavior 
Students are expected to behave in a culturally appropriate way. They are also expected to treat their 
fellow students, instructors, and Chinese Language Center staff respectfully. Students should raise their 
hands before speaking in class. If a student needs to leave the classroom, she/he should ask for permission 
to leave. During classes, students are expected to follow the rules below: 

•   No eating without instructor permission 
•   No cell phones or any digital devices 
•   No feet on desks 
•   Be cooperative (be on time, etc.) 
•   Actively participate 
•   Be respectful to the instructor and classmates 
•   Be respectful to the local culture and others’ cultures 
•   Be appropriately dressed 

 
 
Sample Daily Schedule 

 
Date/Time Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat Sun 

09:10-
12:00 Mandarin Class 

Free 

12:00-
13:00 Lunch Break 

13:10-
14:00 Mandarin Class Culture Class  

(Certain weeks) 14:10-
15:00 1 on 1 instruction  

Language Partner 
Free Time 

(Depends on individual schedules) 

Weekly 
Meeting 

15:10-
17:00 

1 on 1 
instruction  

Or Free 
Free 

17:00-
22:30 Free 

 
 

 
  



TISLP Summer – Adv. II 

Chinese Language Center at Tamkang University, Taiwan 6 

 

 

 
 
Course Descriptions 

 
CNSE 307: Advanced Chinese Speaking and Listening II 
(1.0 units of Bryn Mawr College academic credit — 4 undergraduate credit hours) 
 
CNSE 577: Advanced Chinese Speaking and Listening II 
(1.0 units of Bryn Mawr College academic credit — 5 graduate credit hours) 
 
The course is designed to further develop proficiency in speaking and listening through the completion of 
various conversational tasks, including presenting, discussing, and debating. Through a project-based 
teaching mechanism, students will be assigned a topic related to sustainable development, perform research, 
and present and debate different points of view in class. Students will engage in conversation in an 
optimistic participatory manner in order to communicate information on the topic as well as topics related 
to societal affairs and public interest, such as political aspects of the East Asia region. Oral skills will be 
further enhanced through a weekly one-on-one session with their language partners. Students will apply 
their language skills to obtain different points of view and respond to the discussion topics.   

 
CNSE 308: Advanced Chinese Grammar, Reading, and Writing II 
(1.0 units of Bryn Mawr College academic credit — 4 undergraduate credit hours) 
 
CNSE 578: Advanced Chinese Grammar, Reading, and Writing II 
(1.0 units of Bryn Mawr College academic credit — 5 graduate credit hours 
 
Students are required to have learned Chinese for at least 1300 hours and have memorized approximately 
3500 vocabulary words before taking the Advanced II course. The course is designed to further enhance 
Chinese proficiency through reading authentic current materials. The objectives of the course are to develop 
specialized vocabulary in different fields, to further improve reading speed, to translate texts with 
sophistication, and to interpret linguistic features of different writing styles. The class will meet five times 
every week. Students are expected to preview material before class and will apply new vocabulary and 
grammar patterns during class via repetitive practices in reading and writing. Students are expected to learn 
800 vocabulary and 50 new grammar patterns by the end of the course. 


